Earth Day Prayer Service

OPENING PRAYER

Reader 1: How wonderful, O Lord, are the works of your hands!
The heavens declare Your glory, the arch of sky displays Your handiwork.

ALL: THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD.

Reader 2: In Your love You have given us the power to behold the beauty of Your
world, robed in all its splendor.

Reader 3: How wonderful, O Lord, are the works of your hands!
The heavens declare Your glory, the arch of sky displays Your handiwork.

ALL: THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD.

Reader 4: In Your love You have given us the power to behold the beauty of Your world,
Robed in all its splendor.

Reader 5: The sun and the stars, the valleys and the hills, the rivers and lakes,
All disclose Your presence.

ALL: THE EARTH REVEALS GOD’S ETERNAL PRESENCE.

Reader 6: The roaring breakers of the seas tell of Your awesome might;
The beasts of the fields and the birds of the air bespeak Your wondrous will.

ALL: LIFE COMES FORTH BY GOD’S CREATIVE WILL.
Reader 7: In Your goodness You have made us able to hear the music of the world.

Reader 8: The raging of the winds, the whisperings of trees in the wood, and
the precious voices of loved ones reveal to us that You are in our midst.

ALL: THE DIVINE VOICE SINGS THROUGH ALL OF CREATION.
From the United Nations Environmental Sabbath

Reading: From the UN Declaration on Human Rights and the Environment, 1994

Environmental rights are the rights of everyone to a secure, healthy and ecologically sound environment.

Basic human rights such as the right to life, health and culture can only be enjoyed in a healthy and ecologically
sound environment.

Everyone has

The Right to be consulted and included in any decisions effecting their environment.

The Right to accurate information concerning their environment.

The Right to express opinions and distribute information on environmental issues.

The Right to education on the environment and human rights.

The Right to active and free participation in planning and decision making on the impact of any
development that effects their environment.

The Right to associate freely and peacefully with others to protect the environment.

e The Right to effective remedies and redress in administrative or judicial proceedings related to
environmental harm or the threat of such harm.



Reflection
The earth is ultimately a common heritage, the fruits of which are for the benefit of all.

Today, the dramatic threat of ecological breakdown is teaching us the extent to which greed and selfishness—both individual
and collective—are contrary to the order of creation, an order which is characterized by mutual interdependence.

Pope John Paul 11, The Ecological Crisis: A Common Responsibility, 1990

God wills the interdependence of creatures. The sun and the moon, the cedar and the little flower, the eagle and the sparrow:
no part of creation is self-sufficient. Creatures exist only in dependence on each other, to complete each other, in the service of
each other.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, #340.

(Invite participants to share their responses to the reading and reflections.)

Prayers for the Earth and the Environment:
(Invite participants to offer specific prayers; after each individual petition, all should join in the response below)

RESPONSE: Help us respect, restore and renew the earth, O Lord.

Prayer of Commitment
e  We commit ourselves to care for all the gifts of Creation.
e We commit ourselves to explore and understand environmental concerns.
e We commit to work with others for environmental justice for all.
e  Come Holy Spirit; enkindle in us the fire of your love.
e  Send your breath over the waters and we shall be re-created. And we shall renew the face of the Earth.
Ending Prayer
We pray for the waters of the rivers,
That through God’s grace we will fill them again with bountiful life.
We pray for the soil of the earth,
That through God’s grace we will work for abundant harvests for all.
We pray for the birds of the trees,
That through God’s grace we can offer them sheltering green leaves.
We pray for all of this sacred earth,

That through God’s grace and with God’s help

we will renew the music of creation’s pulsating life.



